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I am delighted to be invited to the formal launching of the African Center for Science and International Security, and lend my support to the Center as Australia’s High Commissioner to Ghana.
The African Center for Science and International Security promises to be a valuable contributor to public policy debate in each of its three areas of focus – non-proliferation and arms control; satellites and space; and global warming and security.

These are all areas of great importance for all countries – and areas in which my country, Australia, has been active over many years.

Our work on climate change and security, in concert with Pacific Island states, has informed the policy debate on the effects of global warming on food security and weather patterns.

On space and satellites, Australia, along with South Africa, is one of the host-sites for the new Square Kilometre Array - a next-generation radio telescope which will expand our understanding of the universe and drive technological development worldwide.
And on international security and arms control, as most of you will know, Australia is an active supporter of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.  On a separate but still security-related issue, we are also a co-sponsor of the Arms Trade Treaty – which was recently adopted by the UN General Assembly and will open for signature in New York on 3 June.  We will be signing the Treaty that day, and hope that as many other countries as possible will join us.
Meanwhile, work on international security and arms control continues around the world.
In Vienna, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), backed by the UN Security Council, ensures that peaceful nuclear energy is not used for nuclear weapons.  Australia is a member of the IAEA’s Board of Governors.

The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) Organization, also in Vienna, runs a system to detect clandestine nuclear tests.  Australia was instrumental in the adoption of the CTBT, and hosts the largest number of monitoring stations.

In Geneva, Australia is pushing in the Conference on Disarmament for a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty, which would ban the production of nuclear material for weapons.

We work with other countries to implement strong controls on the trade in nuclear- and missile-related goods, including the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Missile Technology Control Regime, and the Proliferation Security Initiative.
Australia also has a unique role as permanent chair of the Australia Group, which controls trade in sensitive chemical and biological materials.

Finally, as the holder of some 30 to 40% of the world’s uranium resources, and one of the world’s largest uranium exporters, Australia has a responsibility to help ensure that international nuclear cooperation serves exclusively peaceful purposes.

Given this high level of activity on Australia’s part, there is ample reason for the High Commission to welcome and support the work of the Center.
First, the Center will draw from Ghana’s finest scientific, technical, engineering and medical talent in its work, so that policy–makers in Ghana and beyond will be able to base their policies on sound research.

It will also communicate knowledge and ideas to diverse audiences, including other research institutions, think-tanks and civil society groups – not only in Ghana, but around the world.  The global policy debate will be enriched as a result, and we will all benefit from this.

Ladies and gentlemen, I mentioned at the start that the issues on the Center’s agenda of great importance for all countries.  As such it’s important that they are not left only to a few larger countries to decide.  Medium-size countries like Ghana and Australia have an important role to play in research, policy making and debate in these areas.  I welcome the contribution of the Center and look forward to its national and international success.
Thank you.

