The Role of Regional and International Actors in 
Enhancing the Ivorian Peace Process

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on the role of regional and international actors in enhancing the Ivorian peace process.  The Australian High Commission in Accra is accredited to Côte d’Ivoire. Also, Australia is currently also a member of the United Nations Security Council which is closely involved in the Ivoirian peace process. Today I will speak about the UN Security Council and the UN Operations in Côte d’Ivoire, and how they support and enhance the Ivorian peace process.   
The UNSC and its role in international peace and security: Under the United Nations Charter, the Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security. It has 15 Members.  Africa has three members: presently Morocco, Rwanda and Togo.  Morocco and Togo finish their two-year terms at the end of this year and are being replaced by Nigeria and Chad.  Côte d’Ivoire has served on the council twice, most recently in 1990-91.  Ghana has served on the Security Council three times, most recently in 2006-07. 

The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the peace, or an act of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful means, and recommends methods of adjustment, or terms of settlement. In some cases, the Security Council can impose sanctions or even authorize the use of force to maintain or restore international peace and security. There are UN missions currently operating in Sierra Leone, Liberia, Mali and Côte d’Ivoire.  

In October last year, Australia was elected to a 2-year term on the United Nations Security Council with Africa’s overwhelming support. We are very grateful for that support.  
During our campaign, we gave our firm commitment to be a responsive Council member on issues related to the African agenda, which represent around 70 per cent of the Council’s work.  

United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire: The UN Security Council, acting under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, established the United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) from 4 April 2004.  Following the 2010 Presidential election and the ensuing political crisis in Côte d'Ivoire, UNOCI has remained on the ground to protect civilians and support the Ivorian Government in disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) of former combatants, as well as on security sector reform.
UNOCI has several key tasks that aim to strengthen institutions and prevent violence. These include protecting civilians; the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration program; weapons collection; the reconstitution and reform of security institutions; and support for compliance with international humanitarian and human rights law.  
UNOCI reports back to the Security Council every six months on its activities.  Its current mandate was renewed on 30 July 2013 and lasts until 30 June 2014.   
Sanctions and the Group of Experts: In addition to the establishment of UNOCI, the UN Security Council passed resolution 1572 in 2004.  That resolution put in place sanctions aimed at helping the peace process in Côte d’Ivoire.  The resolution also established a group of experts who visit Côte d’Ivoire to examine the implementation of the sanctions, and a committee to review the sanctions and report to the Security Council on progress.  

The sanctions regime for Côte d’Ivoire covers four areas: an arms embargo, an assets freeze, a travel ban, and the trade in rough diamonds.  There are mechanisms in place to enable the Government of Côte d’Ivoire to import defence material to meet its security needs. 
The sanctions are reviewed on an annual basis, most recently in April 2013, and revised if appropriate.  At the last review it was agreed to renew the sanctions until 30 April 2014.  

Australian support for Côte d’Ivoire: Australia takes its responsibilities on the Security Council very seriously.  This year we have made three official visits to Côte d’Ivoire to improve our understanding of the situation on the ground.  On these visits we have met with government officials, with UNOCI, and with civil society representatives, including WANEP.  We use these visits to obtain our own understanding of local dynamics, and to ensure our team in New York receives our first-hand reports on developments. In July the team visited a disarmament, demobilization and reintegration program to get a better understanding of the issues facing the program.    
Conclusion: The United Nations has an important role to play in strengthening peace and security and preventing conflict in Cote d’Ivoire.  It does this by enabling a more secure environment, which in turn allows the Ivoirian government and citizens to strengthen institutions, improve governance and accountability, and build economic prosperity.  Australia commends the efforts of WANEP and other NGOs in these areas and we look forward learning of your further successes.  
